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BRUTAL  DEGENERACY 

DISGRACEFULLY 

DEFENDED. 


BY  M.  B.  CHOATE. 


How  grievously  the  Republican 
party  has  degenerated  during  the 
past  few  years,  and  how  corrupting 
is  the  influence  of  the  imperialism 
adopted  by  that  party,  can  be  no 
more  strikingly  shown  than  by  sim- 
ply quoting  from  its  public  record. 


BRUTAL,  DEGENERACY. 
The  Deadly  Parallel. 


In  his  message  of 
December,  1897,  Mr. 
McKinley  de- 
nounced Spain’s  pol- 
icy in  Cuba  as  a sys1- 
tem  of  warfare  that 
tendedi  “to  drive  the 
Cubans-  to  the  hor- 
rible alternative  of 
taking  to  the  thick- 
et or  succumbing  to 
misery.” 


The  Filipinos  in 
1902,  are  driven  by 
soldiers  to  the  hor- 
rible alternative  of 
taking  to  the  thick- 
et or  succumbing  to 
misery  in  concen- 
tration camps. 


In  the  same  mes- 
sage Mr.  McKinley 
denounced  the  “hor- 
rible order  of  con- 
centration” prac- 
ticed in  Cuba. 


The  horrible  order 
of  concentration  is 
now  being  enforced 
in  the  Philippines 
by  our  army  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the 
Filipinos  from  "tak- 
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He  referred  to  the 
Spanish  commander 
“whose  brutal  or- 
ders inflamed  the 
American  mind  and 
shocked  the  civil- 
ized world.’’ 


In  his  message  of 
April  11,  1S98,  Mr. 
McKinley  denounces 
the  policy  whereby 
in  Cuba  “farms  were 
laid  waste,  dwell- 
ings unroofed  and 
burned,  mills  de- 
s t r o y e d and,  in 
short,  everything 
that  could  desolate 
the  land  and  render 
it  unfit  for  habita- 
tion or  support.” 


Mr.  McKinley  said 
"this  was  not  civil- 
ized warfare,  but 
extermination”  * * * 
the  only  peace  it 
could  beget  was  the 
peace  of  the  grave. 


lng  to  the  thicket,” 
the  only  other  alter- 
native to  prevent 
“succumbing  to  mis- 
ery.” 

The  “water  cure” 
and  other  brutal- 
ities practiced  upon 
the  Filipinos  do  not 
inflame  the  minds 
of  Republicans  in 
America,  but  they 
shock  the  civilized 
world. 

From  May,  1900,  to 
July,  1,  1901,  over 

5,000  Filipinos  were 
killed  or  wounded. 
In  1902  Gen.  Jake 
Smith  issues1  orders 
to  make  Samar  a 
howling  wilderness 
and  kill  all  males 
over  ten  years  of 
age!  No  one  knows 
how  many  Filipinos 
have  been  killed.  Is 
it  possible  to  “make 
the  land  more  deso- 
late and  render  it 
more  unfit  for  hab- 
itation and  sup- 
port?” 

“The  peace  of  the 
grave”  seems  to  be 
the  only  hope  for 
Filipinos  under  Re- 
publican adminis- 
tration. In  one  prov- 
ince alone  the  pop- 
ulation has  been  re- 
duced from  300,000  to 
200,000,  100,000  having 
found  “peace  in  tlte 
grave.” 
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In  his  message  of  In  April,  1902,  Gen. 
April  11,  1898,  Mr.  Miles  is  sharply  re- 

McKinley  proposed  buked  by  Secretary 
to  intervene  “in  the  Root  for  saying  that 
cause  of  humanity  the  war  in  the  Phil- 
and  put  an  end  to  ippines  was  being 
the  barbarities,  conducted  with 
bloodshed,  starva-  “marked  severity.” 
tion  and  horrible  Cruelty  was  denied, 
miseries  now  exist-  and  official  reports 
ing  there  [in  Cuba],  of  cruelty  s u p- 
and  which  the  par-  pressed,  until  the 
ties  to  the  conflict  Democrats  in  con- 
are  either  unwilling  g r e s s unearthedl 
or  unable  to  stop  or  them.  In  defense, 
mitigate.”  the  administration 

then  declared  that 
over  350  men  and 
officers  were  being 
tried  by  court-mar- 
tial, but  Maj.  Wal- 
ler, who  made  Sa- 
mar a howling  wild- 
erness, has  been  ac- 
quitted. It  appears 
that  the  administra- 
tion is  “either  un- 
willing or  unable  to 
stop  or  mitigate  the 
horrible  miseries” 
now  existing  in  the 
Philippine  islands. 

In  the  foregoing-  quotations  from 
Mr.  McKinley’s  message  the  prevail- 
ing sentiment  of  the  American  peo- 
ple was  expressed.  That  sentiment 
still  controls  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  all  whose  better  nature  has  not 
been  deadened  by  party  fealty.  To 
what  surprising  lengths  civilized 
people  will  go  under  the  influence  of 
a party  name  which  once  stood  for 
high  ideals  is  manifest  by  the  dis- 


4 


graceful  attempts  which  are  made  to 
defend  their  party  leaders  against 
absolutely  indefensible  misconduct. 
DISGRACEFUL  DEFENSE. 


The  administration  organs  and 
apologists  resort  to  a defense  as 
disgraceful,  if  possible,  as  is  the  of- 
fense they  seek  to  mitigate.  These 
men  dishonor  Abraham  Lincoln  by 
calling  themselves  Republicans,  and 
they  seek  to  hide  behind  the  shroud 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  by  citing  in  jus- 
tification Order  No.  100,  which  he 
approved  April,  1863.  The  shameful- 
ness of  this  attempt  is  exposed  by 
quoting  certain  paragraphs  of  that 
order  which  they  are  careful  not  to 
reproduce.  Compare  these  para- 
graphs with  the  acts  sought  to  be 
justified  by  Lincoln’s  order. 

The  Deadly  Parallel. 


Paragraph  80,  Or- 
der No.  100.— 
Honorable  men, 
when  captured,  will 
abstain  from  giving 
the  enemy  informa- 
tion concerning  their 
own  army,  and  the 
modern  law  of  war 
permits  no  longer 
the  use  of  any  vio- 
lence against  pris- 
oners in  order  to  ex- 
tort the  desired'  in- 
formation. 

Paragraph  16,  Or- 
der No.  100. — 
Military  necessity 
does  not  admit  of 


Filipinos  who, 
when  captured,  re- 
fusie  to  give  their  en- 
emies information, 
are  not  considered 
honorable  for  so  do- 
ing, but  are  called 
“niggers  and  sav- 
ages," and  are  sub- 
ject to  violence  to 
extort  the  desired  in- 
formation. 


The  “water  cure” 
and  other  forms  of 
torture  and  violence 
are  resorted  to  as  a 
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cruelty  * * * nor  tor- 
ture to  extort  con- 
fessions * * * nor  of 
the  wanton  devasta- 
tion of  a district. 


Paragraph  44,  Or- 
der No.  100. — 

All  robbery,  all 
pillage  or  sacking, 
even  after  taking  a 
place  by  main  force, 
all  rape,  wounding, 
maiming  or  killing 
of  such  inhabitants, 
are  prohibited  under 
penalty  of  dleath,  or 
such  other  severe 
punishment  as  may 
seem  adequate  for 
the  gravity  of  the 
offense. 


Paragraph  16,  Or- 
der No.  100. — 

Men  who  take  up 
arms  against  one 
another  in  public 
war  do  not  cease  on 
this  account  to  be 
moral  beings  respon- 
sible to  one  another 
and  to  God. 


military  necessity 
to  extort  confes- 
sions as  to  the  loca- 
tion of  hidden  arms, 
etc.,  and  Samar  was 
made  a howling  wild- 
erness by  order  of 
Gen.  Smith  as  a mil- 
itary necessity  in 
the  Philippines. 

Robbery,  pillage, 
sacking  and  rape 
have  been  notorious- 
ly common  in  the 
Philippines.  In  May, 
1902,  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States, 
Senator  Lodge  said 
that  the  cruelties 
practiced  in  the 
Philippines  “were  a 
source  of  deep  re- 
gret. That  the  sec- 
retary of  war  has 
done  all  he  can  pos- 
sibly do.  He  has 
done  his  entire 
duty.”  If  this  be 
true,  then  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Re- 
publicans to  conduct 
their  war  on  the 
Filipinos  according 
to  modern  rules  of 
civilized  warfare. 

The  Republicans 
claim  to  be  in  part- 
nership with  God  in 
this  Philippine  af- 
fair. Destiny  put 
them  into  the  is- 
lands, and  since  they 
have  done  their  “en- 
tire duty,”  the  re- 
sponsibility is  with 
God  alone. 
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Senator  Clapp,  in  a recent  speech 
in  the  Senate  in  defense  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  the  army,  frankly 
acknowledged  the  crimes  and  mis- 
takes of  our  army  in  the  Philippines, 
but  declared  them  to  be  due  entirely 
to  human  nature.  For  this  new  ex- 
cuse he  is  greatly  praised  by  the  ad- 
ministration organs — another  con- 
fession that  the  Eepublican  imperial 
policy  cannot  be  carried  out  in  ac- 
cord with  the  modern  laws  of  war- 
fare as  laid  down  by  Lincoln;  it  is 
contrary  to  human  nature. 

Such  are  the  confessedly  necessary 
results  of  imperialism.  The  admin- 
istration admits  that  it  has  court- 
martialed  more  than  350  officers  and 
men  in  the  Philippines;  admits  that 
it  has  done  its  whole  duty,  and 
“deeply  regrets”  that  torture  and 
devastation  reign  in  spite  of  all  it 
can  do;  admits  that  it  cannot  con- 
duct its  war  on  the  Filipinos  suc- 
cessfully within  the  bounds  of  the 
rides  of  modern  warfare. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Journal  says 
Gen.  Smith’s  severe  measures  were 
necessary,  and  that  they  were  ap- 
proved by  the  administration  at 
Washington,  and  that  the  clamor 
about  them  is  “absurd  and  unreason- 
able.” One  reason  why  such  sever- 
ity was  necessary,  apparently,  arises 
from  the  “perverse”  character  • of 
the  Filipinos.  Even  the  children  ten 
years  old  take  up  arms  for  the  inde- 
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pendence  of  their  beloved  islands. 
Nothing'  but  slaughter,  torture  and 
extermination  will  work  with  such 
people.  But  oh,  the  sickening 
thought  of  it!  How  long  will  the 
American  people  stand  sponsor  for 
such  horrible  work?  How  long  shall 
our  honorable  citizen  soldiers  be 
forced  to  act  like  savage  brutes? 
When  shall  this  horror  of  the  cen- 
tury cease?  What  is  to  be  gained 
by  it?  The  depopulated  islands? 
A base  for  trade  and  naval  opera- 
tions? The  reputation  of  being  a 
great  military  and  naval  power? 
What  shall  it  profit  a man  if  he  shall 
gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his 
own  soul? 

[Republished  from  The  Public  of  July  26, 
1902.  Chicago,  111.] 
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